
Database Guide 

The Meridian Library District provides access to 
literally hundreds of sources through a variety of 
online databases that can enhance your library 
experience and make finding information you 
need faster and easier than ever before.  Whether 
you’re conducting research for a school paper, 
trying to fix a car, or looking for genealogical 
clues, our databases can help you find accurate, 
authoritative information from home, work, or 
school in a matter minutes.

Meridian Library District
1326 W. Cherry Ln.
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What good is a database?

Databases may be intimidating at first.  There 
are dozens of options to choose from, search 
screens are far more cluttered than Google, 
and even the basic searches offer far more 
options than you’ll find on the home page of 
most internet search engines.  For someone 
new to EBSCO or ProQuest, the prospect of 
searching can be overwhelming.

One advantage of using a database is that you 
have access to detailed, authoritative infor-
mation that isn’t available through standard 
internet searches.  You’ll find full-text articles 
that have undergone an editorial and peer- 
review process.  You’ll be able to search years 
of newspaper articles using any criteria you 
choose.  You can find book reviews, informa-
tion on career choices, and even download 
audio books to your mp3 player.  

Only a few years ago, access to material of 
this kind would have required hundreds of 
dollars in subscriptions or hours spent at the 
library.  Now it’s online.  Visit us at http://
www.mld.org/resources.html/ to see our 
full range of tools to help you do everything 
from homework to home improvement.

NewsBank is an electronic, searchable ver-
sion of newspapers across the country.  When 
you link through MLD’s website, you’ll find 
a list of state news sources alongside regional 
newspapers from Spokane and Seattle.  With 
an easy search you can find articles from across 
the country on any given topic, take in different 
views from different regions, and broaden your 
exposure to the topics of the day.
www.mld.org/resources.html
log in using your library card number

NetLibrary is a service that allows you to down-
load and play audio books on your computer or 
compatible mp3 player.  Search the catalog of 
thousands of titles available through Meridian 
Library District’s subscription to listen to books 
at home, on the road, or in the gym.  Take your 
audio book with you wherever you go in a way 
that was never possible before.

Establish an account at Meridian Library with a 
personal user name and password, then access 
NetLibrary from any internet-enabled computer 
and begin enjoying digital audio books today.

www.mld.org/resources.html
log in with your user name and password



Libraries Linking Idaho
LiLI

The LiLI Databases (LiLI-D) are online services 
providing full-text articles from magazines, 
professional journals, newspapers, and reference 
books free to all Idaho residents.

There’s something for everyone - K-12 students, 
researchers, consumers - everyone! Best of all, 
LiLI is free to all Idahoans. (If you’re not an 
Idahoan, check with your local or state library 
to discover similar database offerings they may 
provide).

To start using LiLI, the Idaho Commission for 
Libraries asks that you register with an email ad-
dress, the name of your local library, city, and zip 
code.  Your information remains confidential and 
is not shared with any third parties.
libraries.idaho.gov
www.lili.org/portal/password.php ReferenceUSA is the leading provider in busi-

ness and consumer research! Offering a full-ser-
vice platform, ReferenceUSA helps users create 
marketing plans, conduct competitive analysis, 
raise funds and locate people. Our database 
selections and real-time access to more than 20 
Million Businesses, 222 Million Consumers, 
U.S. New Businesses, U.S. New Homeown-
ers and Movers, make research easy and fast! 
ReferenceUSA’s quality information helps 
researchers, students and job-seekers answer a 
wide variety of questions, and saves them valu-
able time and money.
www.mld.org/resources.html
log in using your library card number

NoveList serves as a source for what librarians 
call readers’ advisory:  the practice of helping 
library patrons discover new authors and genres 
they may never have found otherwise.  NoveList 
includes lists of major award winners, reading 
guides, book club discussion guides, and general 
recommendations from librarians around the 
country.

Every entry for a novel includes a plot sum-
mary as well as brief reviews from sources like 
Booklist and Publishers’ Weekly.  Also included 
are subject headings similar to what you might 
find in a standard library record, read-alikes that 
suggest similar kinds of writers, and other books 
that might be associated with the title, all geared 
toward helping you decide whether or not a given 
book is something you’d enjoy.

www.mld.org/resources.html
log in using your library card number

Global Road Warrior
The Ultimate Guide to the World

Whether you’re planning an overseas vacation, 
writing a report, or in need of specific informa-
tion on the banking system and demographics 
of Brazil, Global Road Warrior is an excellent 
source of information.  Find maps, flags, pho-
tos, and other facts on almost any country in the 
world.
www.mld.org/resources.html
log in using your library card number

eCIS
eCIS is a tool provided by the Idaho Department 
of Labor that can help you find a new career, 
determine your educational or training needs, 
find a school that offers appropriate programs, 
and even aid in applying for financial assistance.  

eCIS is a public organization, administered by 
the Idaho Department of Labor, and is made up 
of teachers, counselors, administrators, career 
consultants, and others who work together to 
provide this singularly helpful resource.
idcis.intocareers.org
log in with user name: library93
	     password: usecis1

TumbleBooks animates children’s stories so you 
can watch them with your children while they 
follow along with the highlighted text.  The stories 
are wide-ranging and the interactive format keeps 
children attentive while helping them learn critical 
reading skills.
www.mld.org/resources.html
log in with your library card number


